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Consultation 

Consultation is a process in which all users use their knowledge and understanding in a joint 

problem solving process in order to find solutions to help and support a child or young person. 

Educational Psychologists bring knowledge and understanding of applying psychology to children 

and young people in education.  The SENCO brings knowledge and understanding of teaching 

and learning and of how the child interacts with the school environment whilst accounting for 

children and young people’s views as well as parents. With the support of other professionals, 

all will problem solve together to provide support going forward. 

 

Consultation at Doncaster EPS 
Doncaster offer consultation through pyramid-planning meetings. Pyramid-Planning Meetings 

are consultation with an Educational Psychologist that is delivered on a group basis. Each local 

area within Doncaster (north, east, south and central) has a division of pyramids. All the 

SENCOs from the feeder primary schools and secondary schools in each area are invited to 

attend their local pyramid-planning meeting. Representatives from other services are also 

invited to attend and within this meeting all attendees will problem solve with the aim to find 

a direction forward and provide advice.  

Pyramid planning meetings:  

 A three-hour opportunity for SENCO’s to problem solve and consult with Educational 

Psychologists and others to provide a direction forward. 

 Following a pyramid-planning meeting if SENCO’s are still stuck or need further 

support, they can attend a consultation surgery.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a service, we have chosen to adopt the British Psychological Society (1999) definition of 

dyslexia: 

‘Dyslexia is evident when accurate and fluent word reading and/or spelling develops incompletely 

or with great difficulty. This focuses on literacy learning at the ‘word level’ and implies the 

problem is severe and persistent despite appropriate learning opportunities.’ 

The EPS does not ‘diagnose’ dyslexia. We follow a process of… 

• Quality First Teaching  

• Assess-plan-do-review.  

We support and advise schools over time in their implementation of good quality and effective 

literacy teaching for all.  

We work with schools to help them use preventative strategies and support them with the early 

identification of pupils with literacy difficulties. 


